Best Times to Buy


Most merchandise goes on sale eight weeks after arriving, faster at high-volume stores like Macy’s.  If you can’t find your size, don’t be afraid to call other stores or check online.  In general the biggest sales of the year are Labor Day (when they clear out space for all the Fall stuff, and which can be great since things aren’t marked up to their Holiday prices yet), Thanksgiving, After Christmas, and January Clearance.

Black Pantsuit—Appears in August, on sale after Thanksgiving, and Christmas.

Little Black Dress—Prom Dresses appear in February, Spring Dresses in March, Summer Dresses in April, Lightweight Dresses in May, Skimpy Dresses in June, Formal Dresses in August, Party Dresses in September.

Trench Coat—Try August.
Classic Cotton Button-Down—Appears November-January, available all year round, seldom on sale unless sale is store-wide.

Jeans—New shipments arrive in Feb., March, June, July, & Aug..  Main new trends in Aug.  Try Wal-Mart’s Faded Glory brand for a bargain.

Day Dresses—Same as Little Black Dress, but add Suiting Sheath Dresses in August.

Blouses/Any-Occasion Tops—Short-sleeve blouses & Camis in May

Skirts—Winter Skirts in August, Spring Skirts probably in March

Neutral Trousers—April & August

Sweaters—Lightweight Cashmere February, July, October

Blazers—August, January, April

Leather Jacket—I’m guessing August, like other fall staples.

Sweatsuit Alternative—Seasonless separates come in November-January.

Lingerie/Underwear—Comes in in February.  Sales post-Valentine’s Day and Victoria’s Secret Semi-Annual Sales in July & Dec.  VS also always has a sale section online.

¾-Length Wool Coat—August-October, Clearance January-February.

Neutral Suit—August

2 Sparkly Tops—November

Cocktail Dress—See Little Black Dress

Cosmetics Bag—Get this free at “Gift Time” when you buy perfume, foundation, or concealer.  See “Makeup” for advice on what to purchase where.

Umbrella—Just get a bunch at the dollar store or drug store so you can stash them wherever you might need them.

Black Bag—August, September, & March (The biggest sales are right before the new shipment comes in.  I’ve gotten steals during March Madness—ask a sales associate when the new shipment is).  Try ebags.com.

Brown Bag—Same

Color or Print Bag—Same.  Harvey’s Seatbelt Bag is a durable affordable option.

Clutch—October.  Ebags.com had the best deals I found on these (and 6pm.com for name brands).

Black Heels—New styles in February, April, and August.  Buy at a discount year round at 6pm.com, Zappos.com, and Onlineshoes.com

Brown Heels—Same

Color or Print Embellished Heels—Same 

Black Boots—August-September

Black Flats—August.

Sweatsuit Alternative Shoes—Sneakers & Running shoes in January

Strappy Evening Sandals—October

Leather Tote or Workbag—August-September

Watch—Target and Overstock.com.
Sunglasses—March

Bracelets—Year round, try Multi-Kulti on Valencia for inexpensive things.  Express, H&M, Target, Cost Plus World Market, and Forever 21 all have fashion for cheap.

Necklaces—See Bracelets.

Brooches—Find these at vintage stores or thrift shops if you can (see Vintage below) or steal them from your mom.  Otherwise, save the ones that come free on wraps you buy.

Belts—Year round.  Bluefly.com or any storewide sale.

Earrings—See bracelets.

Rings—See bracelets.

Silk Scarf—Buy on your travels, especially in Italy.

Jewelry Pouches—Chinatown, or the Crown Royal bottle.

Bikini & One-Piece Swimsuit—April

Sarong—On your travels.

Sunhat—On your travels.

Espadrilles—See shoes above.

Sandals—See shoes above.

Flip-Flops—See shoes above.  Whatever you pick, make sure it will last forever so you don’t have to buy new ones every year.

L.L. Bean Tote—L.L. Bean has a monopoly, but they’re very cheap.

Pajamas, Robe, & Slippers—Arrive in November.  After Christmas Sale.

Caftan

Cape

Cowboy Boots

Fry Boots—These never go on sale because they’re the same every year.

Wellington Boots—These neither.

Evening Gown—Arrive in August.  Check post-Thanksgiving and Christmas Sales.  Deepest discounts January & February.

Fur—Buy vintage.  It’s less expensive and no new animals die.

Fedora or Trilby

Gloves—October-January.

Leather Pants

Pea Coat—Buy at the Army Surplus.  Otherwise, August.

Yoga Gear—January.

